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Introduction
GenealogyBank has built on its collection of over 300 years of America’s newspapers 
by adding the United States Census from 1790 to 1940, in cooperation with 
FamilySearch.org

Census & Newspapers Bring Your Stories to Life shows three examples of how this 
cooperative interaction between newspaper articles and census records can help you 
find the clues that will spur on additional research. Combining these two powerful 
tools gives researchers the opportunity to quickly use both resources – and build on 
the facts found in both sources to document and extend their family trees.

https://www.genealogybank.com/explore/newspapers/all


Census & Newspapers Bring Your Stories to Life  |  7

James Edwin & Ann (Ford) Ayres

It is crucial to use all of the sources available to us – including newspapers and 
the census.

Westchester Herald (Ossining, New York), 27 October 1840, page 3

I was researching my cousins, James Edwin Ayres (1817-1893) and his wife Ann Ford 
(1817-1901), in GenealogyBank’s newspapers. I quickly found an article about their 
marriage, on 22 October 1840, listed in the Westchester Herald. The newspaper 
article tells me that they were married in Sing Sing, New York, where she lived, and 
that he was from New Canaan, Connecticut.

Next, I searched the census in GenealogyBank. Here they are listed in the 1850 
Census for Greenburgh, Westchester County, New York.

"United States Census, 1850," database with images, GenealogyBank 
(https://genealogybank.com/#), James Ayres, Greenburgh, Westchester, New York, United 

States. (Original index: United States Census, 1850, FamilySearch, 2014)

https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/details/KL11-X5Y
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With a click of the blue “View Image” button I can see this census page.

This census record lists their three children: James H. (born in 1842), Sarah (born in 
1844), and Frederica (born in 1849).

Looking at this family closely, we see that there is a noticeable five-year gap in the 
ages of the two youngest children: Sarah is six and Frederica is one year old. These 
gaps are often the most difficult to research – yet sometimes they are pivotal in 
completing our family history.

Death was something people in 1850 were all too familiar with. The life expectancy 
was approximately 39 years. Infant mortality was shockingly high – roughly 22 out 
of every 100 children died as infants.

Is there another Ayres family member that the above record does not reveal? Was 
there a child born after the 1840 Census who died before the 1850 Census?

A little digging through GenealogyBank’s historical newspaper archives turns up 
the answer, and a painful part of the Ayres’ family history comes to light. In the 
12 December 1848 issue of the Hudson River Chronicle (Sing Sing, New York) is an 
obituary for the daughter of James and Ann Ayres: Lovina Ayres, who was born 7 
August 1846, and died 26 November 1848.

And there is more. Accompanying the obituary, the family inserted this notice – and 
suddenly the personal connection is made, and we can feel the Ayres’ sorrow.

 
Hudson River Chronicle (Sing Sing, New York), 12 December 1848, page 7
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James died in 1893 and Ann lived to 1901.
So, Ann (Ford) Ayres will be in the 1900 census.

Here she is, living with her daughter Frederica Ayres.

“United States Census, 1900,” database with images, GenealogyBank 
(https://genealogybank.com/#), Frederica Ayres, Hunter Township, Election District 2 

Hunter village, Greene, New York, United States. 
(Original index: United States Census, 1900, FamilySearch, 2014)

Another Clue

Question number 8 of the 1900 census tells us her marital status. She responded 
that she was a widow.

“United States Census, 1900,” database with images, GenealogyBank 
(https://genealogybank.com/#), Frederica Ayres, Hunter Township, Election District 2 

Hunter village, Greene, New York, United States. 
(Original index: United States Census, 1900, FamilySearch, 2014)

Census questions 11 and 12 that year asked how many children the woman has had 
and “the number of those children [still] living.”

Her responses were 8 and 5 respectively.
So, three children had died.
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We know about Lovina who died in 1848.

So, we need to search for obituaries for her husband and the other children that died.

New York Tribune (New York, New York), 25 November 1893, page 7

Newspapers and the Census Provide Family Details

Newspapers and the census are excellent partners in providing the family details 
we need in genealogy research.
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George Kemp (1826-1893)

Looking for George Kemp, I found him on GenealogyBank in the 1860 census.

“United States Census, 1870,” database with images, GenealogyBank (https://
genealogybank.com/#), George Kemp, New York, United States. (Original index: United 

States Census, 1870, FamilySearch, 2014)

Many years ago I found multiple passport applications filed by my cousin George 
Kemp (1826-1893). In them he stated that he “emigrated to the United States on or 
about…1834: sailing on board the Hector from Liverpool.”

I was able to locate his arrival in New York City in the Passenger Lists online 
at FamilySearch.org

Combining these records with GenealogyBank’s historical newspapers, I was able 
to find the details of his trip to America.

Wait, Were There Two Ships Named Hector?

I decided to track the ship Hector that took my family to America in 1834.
 
I approached this thinking it would be easy. Here is how I searched in GenealogyBank 
for articles about the ship Hector.

I simply searched by the name of the ship and the years that bracket their arrival on 
29 July 1834. By limiting the search results chronologically to all articles published 
from February 1834 to August 1834 and narrowing those articles down to just the 
“Passenger Lists” category, GenealogyBank returned 81 search results.

https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/details/KH5G-B83
https://familysearch.org/
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Source: GenealogyBank

81 search results – I can work with that.

There – I spotted this article.

Charleston Courier (Charleston, South Carolina), 24 March 1834, page 2

Great; that’s their ship – this is going to be easy.
But wait – what is this?
Another ship Hector?

Southern Patriot (Charleston, South Carolina), 24 March 1834, page 2
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The same day the Charleston Courier was reporting that the ship Hector, bound 
for Liverpool, had cleared Mobile on 13 March 1834 – another Charleston, South 
Carolina, newspaper, Southern Patriot, was reporting that the brig Hector had 
arrived in Troon, Scotland.

Here is another article.

Baltimore Gazette and Daily Advertiser (Baltimore, Maryland), 22 May 1834, page 3

Another ship named Hector.
This one has a Captain Moss and adds the ship is “of New Bedford” Massachusetts.

The ship Hector cannot be in two places at once.
So, there were at least two and likely multiple ships named Hector.

Hmm…. better dig deeper.

This article gives us the answer and tells us more about this ship.

Charleston Courier (Charleston, South Carolina), 20 January 1834, page 2

The Charleston Courier refers to it as the “new ship Hector” and tells us that Captain 
William Williams had started this voyage in New York City and had stopped in Key 
West, Florida, before arriving in Mobile, Alabama, on 8 January 1834.

So, the ship Hector that my family traveled on is referred to as the “new” ship Hector. 
Good information. I’ll need to look carefully for articles about the ship Hector – but 
also who the captain was in order to sort out which ship is which.

The article also tells us more of the history of this ship:

“The [ship] H.[Hector] was driven ashore on a part of Florida Reef called 
Great Conch Reef, 21st ult. [21 January 1834] – was got off however, with 
merely the loss of her false keel, the vessel sustaining it is believed very little 
damage – having put into Key West, after a very short detention, proceeded 
on her voyage – the cargo is supposed to be in a sound state.”
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Use GenealogyBank to gather the information about the ship your family took to come 
to America. You might find that there were multiple ships with the same name – and 
interesting details of the voyages, storms and damage/repairs the ship underwent.

Source: National Archives

George Kemp and his family arrived 29 July 1834 on the ship Hector. The ship was 
led by Captain William Williams who brought them from Liverpool, England.

Source: FamilySearch.org, New York Passenger Lists, 1820-1891, database with images, 
FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QVPX-RS8H : Geo Kemp, 1834; 

citing NARA microfilm publication M237, Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records 
Administration, n.d.); FHL microfilm.

Because international commerce was “news” back then, it is possible to track ship 
movements in the 1800s.

Let’s track the ship Hector.

13 May 1834 – Cleared the port of Mobile, Alabama

The ship Hector had sailed from Charleston, South Carolina, bound for Liverpool, 
England – and cleared at the port of Mobile, Alabama, on 13 May 1834, as reported 
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by the Charleston Courier (Charleston, South Carolina), 24 March 1834, page 2.
This fits. The captain was William Williams and he was taking the ship from 
Charleston, South Carolina, to Liverpool, England.

20 June 1834 – Departed from Liverpool, England

Digging deeper into GenealogyBank I found more good information. The 
newspaper  Evening Star  informs us that the ship  Hector  under the command of 
William Williams had departed from Liverpool on 20 June 1834, and that the ship 
held 219 passengers – including eight-year-old George Kemp, who was coming to 
America with his family.

Evening Star (New York, New York), 
29 July 1834, page 2

So, the ship made a quick voyage over to Liverpool. It didn’t stay long – loaded the 
passengers and cargo and departed 20 June 1834.

13 July 1834 – At sea, latitude 42.30 longitude 60

According to the newspaper  Columbian Centinel, the ship  Lowell, led by Captain 
Crocker, arrived in Boston 20 July 1834 from Liverpool, England:

“Sailed in co[mpany] with ships Hector, [Captain] Williams, [bound for] New 
York; [ship] Colossus, [Captain] Wylie, [bound for] Philadelphia; [ship] Grace 
Brown, [Captain] Higgins, [bound for] Baltimore – saw her 18th inst.[ant] 
[they were last seen 18 July 1834] lat[itude] 42.30, lon[gitude] 60.”
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Columbian Centinel (Boston, Massachusetts), 26 July 1834, page 1

This is great. We now know exactly where the ship was as it neared its arrival in New 
York City.

29 July 1834 – Arrived at port of New York

In a little over one month the ship safely arrived at New York City. The Commercial 
Advertiser describes the cargo and whom it was being shipped to, and states that it 
brought “219 passengers.”

Commercial Advertiser (New York, New York), 29 July 1834, page 2

1835-1836 Ship Hector Logbook

According to WorldCat:

“The logbook of the ship Hector consists of a very brief extract describing a 
shipping voyage from New York to Mobile, Liverpool, back to Mobile, Saint 
Joseph Bay (Fla.), returning to New York, Oct. 1835-July 1836. The master was 
D.R. Post. The logbook mentions passenger traffic aboard this cargo ship and 
three other vessels – the Junior, Russel, and St. John – all of unknown rigging.”

https://www.worldcat.org/title/hector-ship-logbook-1835-1836/oclc/52590212&referer=brief_results
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Searching the Internet, I see that the ship’s logbook for 1835-1836 is at  the 
Peabody Essex Museum in Massachusetts. This should give us more insight into the 
operations of the ship within months of their trip to America.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Source: WorldCat

http://www.pem.org/
http://www.pem.org/
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William Kemp (1837-1911)

I easily found William Kemp in the 1900 census on GenealogyBank.

 “United States Census, 1900,” database with images, 
GenealogyBank (https://genealogybank.com/#), 

William Kemp, Stamford city Ward 4 (south side), Fairfield, Connecticut, United States. 
(Original index: United States Census, 1900, FamilySearch, 2014)

This is an important find.
Notice that on the right side of his entry, in column 16 it asks for the “Year of 
immigration to the United States” followed by the number of years in the United 
States, and asks the question if you were naturalized a citizen or not.

In William’s case he responded that he came over in 1854, had been here 45 years 
and had been naturalized.

Good to know.
I have always wanted to know exactly when my ancestor William Kemp came to 
America. We knew that he was born in Ireland and came over in the mid-1850s, but 
we did not know the name of the ship and the date.
                  
Now that I can narrow down my search to around 1854, I dug deeper. In FamilySearch 
I found that William actually arrived in America on 21 October 1853, a passenger on 
the ship Benjamin Adams.

Source: FamilySearch “New York, Passenger Lists, 1820-1891” 
https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/275L-W4Z

There it is – the name of the ship and the date of his arrival.
Done.

https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/details/K83P-Y5V
https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/275L-W4Z
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But, Wait – There’s More
 
According to the ship history website: Scandinavian Emigrant Ship Descriptions 
and Voyage Narratives (1852-1868), the ship Benjamin Adams was built in 1852 by 
William Drummond in Bath, Maine.

Combining this information with GenealogyBank’s Historical Newspaper Archives, 
I looked deeper.

The American and Commercial Daily Advertiser (Baltimore, Maryland), 1 April 1852, 
page 3, reported that the ship left Friday, 25 March 1852, on its maiden voyage from 
Bath, Maine, to Baltimore, Maryland. It arrived there eight days later on Saturday, 
3 April 1852.

Advertisements for the ship highlighted its comfortable accommodations of 6 to 8 
cabins above deck and another 75 to 80 accommodations in steerage below deck.

American and Commercial Daily Advertiser (Baltimore, Maryland), 28 April 1852, page 1

Passengers considering making the voyage were encouraged to come and see the 
ship for themselves while it was docked in Baltimore, Maryland.

Once William Kemp made his decision to emigrate, he would have taken a steamship 
from Ireland to Liverpool, England, arriving at Clarence Dock along the Mersey River 
in Liverpool.

https://user.xmission.com/~nelsonb/voyage_desc.htm
https://user.xmission.com/~nelsonb/voyage_desc.htm
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Source: Wikipedia

Liverpool has a series of docks along the banks of the Mersey River. It was one of the 
major hubs of emigration to America. According to Wikipedia:

“By 1851 it had become the leading emigration port in Europe with 159,840 
passengers sailing to North America, as opposed to the second port, Le 
Havre, [France] with 31,859.” (Liverpool and Emigration in the 19th and 20th 
Centuries. Information Sheet number 64).

Newspaper Reports Tell Us Just How Difficult That Trip Was

Here is a report that the ship Benjamin Adams had moved from the dock and into 
the Mersey River ready to head outbound, waiting to move up the river with the aid 
of a tugboat to direct it safely to the open ocean.

Portland Weekly Advertiser (Portland, Maine), 13 September 1853, page 3

The big day arrived – the Benjamin Adams set sail on 24 August 1853, bound for New 
York City.
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Daily Atlas (Boston. Massachusetts), 10 September 1853, page 2

It was announced in the newspaper that the Benjamin Adams arrived on 21 October 1853.
They made it.

Weekly Herald (New York, New York), 22 October 1853, page 344

This Was a Tough Trip

The Weekly Herald gave more details on the trip. On 20 September 1853:

“…while laying to under a close reefed topsail in a heavy gale from the 
NW, lost all three topgallant masts, closed reefed mizzen topsail, foresail, 
mainsail, stern boat, and received other damage.”

The voyage over took 56 days with 620 passengers on board. Fifteen of them had 
died. The ship was hit by a storm suffering major damage.

Significant storm damage to the ship and 15 people died?
What?
Fifteen people died?
Wow. Was that normal on these trips? Why did so many die?

A week later the Weekly Herald told us why: around that time, cholera was killing 
passengers on ship after ship.

 “…it is pretty certain that the disease which carried them off was cholera… 
The sickness on the Benjamin Adams was decidedly cholera.”
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Weekly Herald (Albany, New York), 29 October 1853, page 350

Cholera was a major problem in England and Europe in the mid-1800s.

In 1853-1854 the disease killed more than 31,000 people in London alone. It would 
be another year before the pioneering work of John Snow, M.D. (1813-1858) 
discovered the cause and cure for the repeated cholera epidemics.

The Albany Evening Journal added this report about the arrival of the Benjamin Adams:

 
Albany Evening Journal (Albany, New York), 22 October 1853, page 2
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Wait – the Benjamin Adams arrived “from Syria” bringing “a Jerusalem plow and 
other articles from the Holy Land for the Crystal Palace at New York”? Notice that it 
stopped in Boston, Massachusetts, first on 21 October 1853, before continuing on 
to New York City.

When Was the Ship in Syria?

Digging deeper into GenealogyBank’s old newspapers – there it is.
The ship was in Beirut on July 25th before going to Liverpool to pick up William 
Kemp and the other 619 passengers.

 
Daily Atlas (Boston, Massachusetts), 1 September 1853, page 2

The Springfield Republican gave more details.

Springfield Republican (Springfield, Massachusetts), 25 October 1853, page 2

In addition to the plow from the Holy Land, the Benjamin Adams brought “canes from 
the banks of the Jordan, branches from the Mount of Olives and cedars of Lebanon, and 
husks that the ‘Prodigal Son’ would have eaten if he had had them to eat.”

Did William know that this cargo, destined for the Exhibition of the Industry of All 
Nations in New York City, was on board?

Did he go to the Crystal Palace at Bryant Park to see these objects that had traveled 
with him across the Atlantic?
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Horse and Wagon Stolen While He Attended Church in 1877

I found more information about William in the old newspapers. The Stamford 
Advocate reported:

“Mr. William Kemp, while attending a meeting at the Darien M. E. [Methodist 
Episcopal] Church, on Monday evening last [10 September 1877], had his 
horse and wagon, which was standing in front of the church, stolen. The horse 
is a bright bay, about 15 hands high, and was hitched to a newly painted, two 
seated open wagon. Mr. Kemp offers a suitable reward for the return of the 
property and thief.”

Stamford Advocate (Stamford, Connecticut), 14 September 1877, page 2

He was very active in that church. His Exhorter’s License was renewed on 8 January 
1876 at the Methodist Church in Darien, Connecticut.
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Source: Thomas Jay Kemp

When William and Frances moved to Maple Avenue in Stamford, Connecticut, they 
began attending the Methodist Episcopal Church there.

Source: Wikipedia
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As an ordained Exhorter, William took his role very 
seriously. He also took issue with the sermons and 
approach to teaching Sunday School.

William was part of the “Holiness” movement 
in the Methodist Church. They were often 
called “Shouting Methodists” because of their 
spontaneous way of speaking in church.

The Minister took issue with William and his group 
and put him on trial.

Since the Stamford congregation was a very large 
Methodist Church, William’s trial was news across 
the country.

William Kemp Organized the 
Maple Avenue Methodist Church 
in Stamford, Connecticut

William and a group of like-minded 
Methodists then formed the “Maple 
Avenue Methodist Church,” building the 
church on land William Kemp provided to 
the Church adjacent to the Kemp homes 
on Maple Avenue in Stamford.

Letters to the Editor – 1905

Dedicated to preaching the Gospel, William routinely wrote letters to be published 
in the local newspaper about religion.

Boston Daily Advertiser (Boston, 
Massachusetts), 1 December 1899, page 3

Morning Journal and Courier 
(New Haven, Connecticut), 28 

November 1899, page 2
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Daily Advocate (Stamford, Connecticut), 
29 November 1905, page 3
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Here is another letter William wrote.

Daily Advocate (Stamford, Connecticut), 
13 January 1905, page 3
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