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Getting Started
I grew up hearing the story of when Indians attacked the family cabin in New Hampshire on 24 June 1724. They 
had been waiting at the edge of the forest observing the cabin. When the father and older son left to go hunting 
the Indians swooped in, killing two infants that cried out. Caleb and Ebenezer were killed that day; they were, 
respectively, 3 and 4 years old.

When I grew up in New Hampshire 
we didn’t have a television. But no  
matter, my grandfather Walter  
Daniel Huse (1898-1968) told and  
retold the old family stories and  
kept us riveted on his every word.  
Clearly he had heard the story of  
the Indian attack from his  
grandmother Julia Clifford  
(Hanson) Sawyer (1830-1918).  
Every night we asked for that story  
and listened closely.

The forest, cabins, cellar holes— 
these were all familiar to us. We’d 
go exploring in the forest and find  
cellar holes. We could picture that  
long-ago Indian attack. Our  
neighbor’s home still had a secret  
passage where the family would go  
to hide from the Indians. It was very  
narrow and led up to a bunker.  
Our neighbor explained that the family would hide there and shoot anyone that came up that hidden staircase. 
Gripping and memorable, these family stories came alive and were hardwired into our memories.

Next June, it will be 290 years since that brutal attack in 1724. Almost 290 years later, and that story is still told 
in the family today.

Don’t let your family stories be lost. Explore your family tree, researching and documenting your family 
history. This ebook will show you how to get started in four easy steps.

Credit: Wikipedia and InternetArchive.org
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Step One
Your first step in compiling your family history is to gather the family’s stories. Talk with every member of 
your family. Call and write them to gather the facts about the family.

Get a box and put it in the corner of a room, and then begin filling it with family heirlooms you have in your 
home or borrowed from a relative. Take your time with this; keep adding to the box for a few weeks.

Look for:

• Family photograph albums

• Family Bible

• Old family letters

• Family scrap book

• Military papers or clothing

• School papers or diplomas

• Wedding album, invitations

• Newspaper clippings

• Family dishes or flatware (just a sample)

• Antiques

• Copies of birth, marriage or death certificates

GETTING STARTED: Easy Steps for Climbing Your Family Tree

Credit: Wikipedia

GenealogyBank.com 4

www.genealogybank.com


Step Two
Get your basic genealogy forms (a family tree chart and a family group sheet) and start filling them in. 
These are available from many online sources.

 

The Midwest Genealogy Center is one place to get these two forms:

• Blank Family Tree Chart: http://www.mymcpl.org/_uploaded_resources/MGC-ancestorchart.pdf
• Blank Family Group Sheet: http://www.mymcpl.org/_uploaded_resources/MGC-familyunitchart.pdf

Before you get started, print out multiple copies of these blank forms. You will make mistakes so consider these 
your working copies. Use pencil and print clearly.

Here are a few tips:

• Use full names; no abbreviations
• Enter names last name first, putting the surname in caps: SMITH, John Henry
• Women: enter their full maiden name, not their married names
• Enter full place names (City, County, State); no abbreviations
• Enter complete dates in this format: Day Month Year (2 May 1857); no abbreviations
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(Independence, Missouri)
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Step Three
Repeat Steps One & Two at the homes of your relatives.

Continue to fill in your genealogy charts with your relatives. They might not remember all of the details, so just 
write down what they remember.

If they are not sure of a date, ask questions that will help you narrow down the information.

Sample questions:

• What was the birth order of the children?
• Not sure of a date? Try to pinpoint it to an event that happened about the same time: 
  - He died while I was in high school.
  - They were married just before the war started.
• Do you have old family wedding invitations?
• Do you have an address book? Get the names and contact information about relatives.

Step Four
Obtain copies of the birth, marriage and death records of your ancestors.

There are two primary sources for this information: official government certificates, and newspapers. Both were 
recorded about the time of the event and were usually verified by members of the family.

Families celebrate the birth of a new child, and family and friends gather to celebrate a wedding or to honor the 
passing of a dear relative or friend. We have celebrated these events and recorded the details since the beginning 
of the nation.

For example, here is Peregrine  
White’s obituary. Peregrine was  
the first child born in the new  
Mayflower colony. In fact,  
he was born on board the  
Mayflower as it sat docked in the 
harbor on 20 November 1620.
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Birth, Marriage and Death Certificates
Governments have a near-complete record of the births, marriages and deaths in their jurisdiction. You will want 
to contact the state where your ancestor lived in order to obtain a copy of the birth, marriage and death certifi-
cates for your relatives. These generally cost $10 to $20 per document.

 

Many states are beginning to put their older records online. Check to see if your state has done this.

For example, West Virginia has begun putting up some of its older records:

• WV Births 1790-1937
• WV Marriages 1780-1971
• WV Deaths 1753-1978

Here is the official West Virginia marriage record for Joseph Strother and Amelia Davenport, who were married 
5 June 1808. It is online on the West Virginia site: http://www.wvculture.org/vrr/va_mcsearch.aspx

 

West Virginia Division of Culture and History
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Your best source for ordering these records 
from a U.S. state or another country is the 
International Vital Records Handbook (Balti-
more, Maryland), 2013 – 6th edition.
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Newspapers also published information about these family milestones.

Here is a newspaper account of that same Strother-Davenport wedding, giving more details of the event.

 

Farmer’s Repository (Charlestown, West Virginia), 10 June 1808, page 2. Credit: GenealogyBank.com

From this article we get the rest of the story: 

• The groom was from Madison County, Virginia, and the bride was from Kanawha County.
• Her father was Major A. Davenport.
• Joseph Strother was denoted as “Esquire.”
• The minister was the Rev. Mr. Mines of Leesburg (Virginia).

These are great clues that you can use to track down additional information.

GETTING STARTED: Easy Steps for Climbing Your Family Tree

GenealogyBank.com 8

www.genealogybank.com
www.genealogybank.com


As a bonus, newspapers often published photographs of the family members involved in the event. Here is an 
example: a photograph of Claudette Smith, whose marriage was recorded in the Times Picayune.

Times Picayune (New Orleans, Louisiana), 10 October 1954, Section 4, page 13. Credit: GenealogyBank.com

As you can see, it is essential that you search the old newspapers on GenealogyBank to get all of the informa-
tion about your family.

 

Credit: GenealogyBank.com
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Notice that GenealogyBank has made it easy to find birth, marriage and death records in newspapers by offering 
separate search boxes for each type of record.

 

Credit: GenealogyBank.com

Simply select the type of record you want to find and type in the person’s name and the relevant date. You can 
search using only the surname with a specific date, or range of years. For more narrow searches you can add the 
first name, and include or exclude keywords.
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Here is an example of the results from a typical search.

Credit: GenealogyBank.com

Conclusion
Follow the four steps described in this ebook, and see how easy it is to climb your family tree and 
document your family:

1. Find the information and family records you already have in your home, and call or write your
family members to gather the family stories.

2. Write that information down using the two basic genealogy forms, and begin compiling your family history.

3. Visit your relatives at their homes to see their family heirlooms and prod their memories for more
family stories.

4. Add to the family history information you’ve gathered by finding copies of the original birth, marriage and
death records of your family members that are on file with their town or county clerk, and were often
published in local newspapers.

Climbing your family tree has never been easier.
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